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Reviewing our culture

® Abiding — reaching—connecting—chasing the strays—Shepherding towards
maturity

Identifying —training leaders to serve in a unified Body

Ephesians 4:1-13 (NIV) As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life
worthy of the calling you have received. > Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love. * Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace. * There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to one hope when you were called; ° one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; ®one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. ’ But
to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. ® This is why it
says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his
people” °?(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the
lower, earthly regions? '°He who descended is the very one who ascended higher
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) ™ So Christ himself gave
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, *to equip
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up ** until

we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Important truths:

1. Remember --Everyone is a disciple who is called on to share their faith, be
connected, serve in the body, and be unified —relationally and corporately

2. Some are gifted and called on to be leaders -
3. Every mature leader has an attitude of service
Works of service

Building others up

4. In every case -Jesus is the Hero we glorify



We bring Him glory when we are one

A. One faith — language —core beliefs —our membership and leadership
covenant

1 Timothy 4:15-16 (NIV) **Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to
them, so that everyone may see your progress. '* Watch your life and doctrine
closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your
hearers.

B. A shared commitment to relationship (the boundaries that protect it)
e Ephesians 4:1-2

Acts 2:42 (NIV) ** They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

John 13:34-35 (NIV) ** “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one another. ** By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.”

C. A shared understanding of other people’s value —

1 Corinthians 12:12-20 (NIV) **Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all
its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. * For we were all baptized by
one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. ** Even so the body is not made up of one
part but of many. > Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body.

® And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. '” If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were
an ear, where would the sense of smell be? ¥ But in fact God has placed the parts
in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. **If they were all
one part, where would the body be? *° As it is, there are many parts, but one body.



